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Deportment school tamed the Rex. But Honda still has
a hothead and now Nissan's unleashed a turbo
tearaway. Is the turbo-four King's grip slipping?
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ome thinf_f-_:. yvou do with the heart, while
HIIEH:TH. like ;I]I_'.-."l..'l.:lfl‘;l.. should be left to the
head, The best stuff comes from a bit of
both; too far one way gers you 1980s
Volvos; too far the other an upper house
of state parliament. Balanced people find
little endearing about either.

So precisely where you place Honda'’s screaming
Integra Type R, Nissan's softly-softly new 2008X and
Subaru’s agonisingly-awaited WRX on this scale is
entirely up to your own world view.

But before vou even drive these cars you first have
to clamour over the philosophical head-v-heart stoush
of what to call them. You could try to make sense of
their relativities, but that'll soon addle the brain:
front-drive, rear-drive, all-wheel drive: turboe
naturally-aspirated; in-line four, flar four; variable
valve timing, solid camshafts; two-door lifthack,
conventional coupe, conventional sedan.

Whatever. The engines are all at the front, they're
all pretty quick and they're all about the same MONEey.
To wit, the Type K is $39.990, the WRX 542,990 and
the Spec R version of the 2005X §43,990 (the lesser
equipped Spec S lists at $39,990).

Whatever vou call 'em, we like the genre. They're
fast, affordable and enjoyable enough to be on our
“Things We Like' list. Thanks very much. Trouble is,
one of these cars is just not as fast as it used to be.
The legend thar was the WRX Impreza has found the
strain of its |'rl:'1:-2|r.'+-'1.'!1'*1"21!"‘.i rl.'pﬂl:;ll'it'-l‘l - and an extra
120 kg - a bit too much to bear.

Pounding this trio at the same Bat-place on the same
Bat-channel on the same Bat-day, the WRX could
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Rex's crown is under siege.

Imiegra s the class BFYE
champ and 2005% is a star
in the making
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the
acceleration
silverware
goes to
Nissan’s
brand-new

helter

1. Reverse? Can arybody find reverse?
2. Fuell We need fuel, now

3. The rear wiper's gone. Bugger!

4. Monuol antenna's osking for trouble
5. That huge boot's a bamus

6. Five-up? Mo sweat

manage only 15.16 seconds - a full second slower than
the old car’s best - for the 400-metre charge. That left
it a mere tenth quicker than the front-driven Tipe R
best and a heap slower than the 2005X% 14.8-second
surge. Yep, we've gone quicker (14.56) in a different
Sube on a different day, but up aganst its competition,
on the same track at the same time, we couldn't et
close to matching its previous best. And believe us
when we say we tmied every trick in the arsenal,

That doesn’t mean the new WRX has lost any of the
launch prowess of the old car. It still explodes our of
the starting blocks - but only if you launch it with all
the subtlety of a Morley one-liner, after which it
doesn’t have top-end power to follow through.

It takes 0.65 seconds to 20 kmvh (versus 0.99 for the
rear-driven Nissan and 1.09 for the Honda), but by
60 km/h the 20058X has not only reeled it in, it

stormed past in 3.09 seconds versus 3.14, while the
peaky Honda at 3.62 is looking for a bit more road.

Its more of the same bad news for the Subaru to 100
km/h, by which time even the Type R has slipped by,
its 7.34 seconds playing the Rexs 7.36. The Nissan
gone, cracking 6.90 and feeling like it could do it all
day |t'-ng. b0 the acceleration silverware goes to
MNissans brand-new belter. Sort of “brand new” anyway.

The 2005X is basically a new car with essentially the
same engine producing the same power and torque - just
like the new WRX. And like the WRX, ‘our’ 2008X
doesn't get the Japanese models 184 kW turbo four.
Instead, it debuts with the same 147 kW and 265 Nm
it had last time, via essentially the same hardware:
small turba inlet, |J:i1|:r compressor, a 51 millisecond
wastegate cyele, trusty SR20 block and variable inlet
valve uming. The new stuff is basically an ignition



coil atop each plug, a dual-mass F|:L"|.'|.|!1|.'1_- and a clutch
sans hydraulic |Z|.'|:]'I!1|:}i|'lf_!'.

The big difference between the rebirth of the
2005X and that of the WRX, is the Nissan didn't
stack on beef in the chrysalis. Weighing in at 1282 kg
in heftier Spec R trim, it's actually dropped 8 kg
compared to the 514 version.

The other car here, the Type R Integra, is a known
quantity and a genuine Bang For Your Bucks hero.
C I!I!I}!]"'Ir |r |Ii.'L'LI1L, ]'!Il'Lll..f'I‘ﬂ' it's an unabashed
hotshoe; .1|Jd|rlr.: straight out of the box of attacking
tracks with the aplomb of a purpose-built racecar.

That it IH!|:-' carries 141 kW and a i'ri-:h]hm: 178 Nm
shouldn’t fool anybody. This l]um: S an angry ant and
the Calder HTT:I|| 15 NEVET 'l'11jr'||_l toy 1:1”1, L||_||1r||:-.:r.m, s
TJ1IT|'I-"'II::IUF]1.I .I.!l{llll'l. Neither does it make much sense
ar IJUHli town, [t 5 too hard, too loud, oo '-”""fb"'""f"b

But give it a corner (or, better yet, a series of them)
and watch it fly. The thing’s a scalpel. It's the fastest
car here |‘.|l:iil[-l_n-pni.|1|: and, just to make sure the
Kex-5et is paying attention, that’s in the rain as well.

Like nothing else within cheque-shot of this neck of

the woods, the Type R is capable of taking any given
bit of turf and HII’I‘III‘I It Into VOUF OWn BArmac :ipr;l:i-.ﬂ
stage. And it’s as safe as houses doing ir.

The brakes stop it with bucket-loads of feel through
the pedal, and absolutely no fade, regardless of how
hard they're belred. It tells you when to wrn into the
corner and communicates with you through the
steering even after it’s all straightened up on the other
side. Miscue and lift offf No drama, no histrionics, it
just tugs its nose faithfully back rowards the apex.

The w LIﬂ’hIIﬂ;. of the steering is glorious, the feel of

the wheel rim superb and the chassis absolutely

SUBARU IMPREZA WRX

FAST FACTS

four-door sedan
drive
all-wheel
engine
front-mounted turbachangad
intercopled horzontally-opposed
240-litre 16-valve DOHC fowr
power
160 kW @ 5600 rpm
fovgue
202 Nm (& I600 rpm
compression ratio
£.0:1
bovre x ifroke
92.0 mim x 75.0 mm
welght
| 1JI|,|.| .]
welght/power
8.7 kgWW
specific power
20 kW litre
transmission
fi ﬁ'-'.pr-fl:l: J'na,nu.]r
[final drive
i, 11:1
SuspRsion
MacPherson-type struts, coil
springs, anti-robl bar (f);
independent by dual-link struts,
coil springs, anti-roll bar {r)
demgth/width/ height
L4065/1730,/ 1440 mm
wheelbose
| 2525 mm
trock
1485 mm (f);
brakes
292 mm ventilated discs,
fous-piston calipers (F): 288 mm
ventilated discs, twin-piston
calipers (r), ABS
| whiwls )
17 x 7.0-inch (f&r), alloy
[ Synes
Bridgestone Patenza REQ11,
5 R17 |:1ur_|

1475 mm (r)

60 litres, PULP
tist price
$42.900

FAST FIGURES

0,
0.6
1.13
1.65
2.18
3.14
1.91
484
5.68
7.36
8.68
9.95
11.47

O0-400m 1516 @ 142.3 km/h
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1. Wovld's potslest power windows

<. Corsole plastic marks easily

3, Wmmaf for shorties oaly

4, Antenng-fn-gloss o great iden

5. High-beam Ught spreod i ortinary
&, Looks better without the spoiler

thing here
point to point

.

fE

mtuitive. It practically implores you o rip in and join

the fun, allowing the driver to be an integral part of the

|_'.":|!|:.‘:'I-.. ; [r'~: =:i:11I_IEF.:I:I!'|-:_'| |l.:_=:|:., i I |-:|| ;'||'|||I o |:|._ h'.||'|§_l_111!._r
its song for you alone. It sublime,

Thing is, its got no right to be this
are tny, with little on-paper prowess; its wheels are
comparative tovs; and its wyres too tall and thin, And
this is where comparisons with the WRX, once so valid,
start to look odd.

The WEX now carries abour 300 more kilos than the
Type R and sits visibly taller and wider. Yet it rides on a

-

wheelbase that's 45 mm shorter at 2525 mm, and

good, Its brakes

identical o the gap between the 2005X% axles.

A betrer chassis it may have, but the WRX has also
had some of its key charms compromised, the added
weight being one of the biggest contributors,

he brakes are much, much sronger, though. They

had to be, to cope with another skip-full of tin, but
now they have an unstoppable feel thar Rex's past were
unable to approach. Four-piston calipers at the pointy
-L'-'.1|i. LEW'a at ’.l‘llr |'l:1|.'|»:fl. amil '|'.'i'|.'|[ ar |:|:, |';|.1 [|',|;_' |1:|!_:!_:|_'-.|:
dise rotors of the trio haul Subar i :Jul' down with
remarkable assurance, time and again,

But where they pale in comparison with the others
here is pedal feel. Very little comes back to the driver
through the Subaru’s middle pedal and, while the
brakes will take astonishing punishment before
heading south, the pedal feel is arcade-game hard.
The Nissan’s rotors are significantly smaller {natch,
1|':||.'f.' don't have as much mass to Cope '.1.':r_|1_|, bt

provide more progressive pedal feel. They also have

her little trick which Nissan calls Bry
essentially a fancy name for what amounts to a twin-

race |||'i|-1-:l.' I.'ll-.'l.ii'-l. W |'.l.'ll |.J1l.' |!ll_'l.|.1l. PreEssuUre geis (o i




preset point, Nissan's boffins figure you’ll be needing
everything you can muster, and so it cranks up the
|::" WSTEr Hl.'ltFl'l.ll-“T-]'!‘L‘“l.iﬂI ['lrl_"ﬂ""alln_" 1';]'[i_[r.

Surprisingly, given their larger rubber, neither of the
turbo terrors can march the little Honda for mid-
corner grip. Mind you, the Rex has never been abour
maintaining speed mid-comer. It raditionally been at
its best stopping, tuming and then being fired out the
other end, all tour boots tearing at the road grit.

While the more powerful Japanesc-spec Rex is
happy to take any corner set you please - neurral,
understeer, oversteer, its not fussed - the Australian
car isn't so blessed with choice. The power shortfall
has rendered it, like its |1-r-::-|]4.:u::::-;sur, pretty much a
tarmac neutral-to-understeerer.

Nevertheless, its high-speed cornering behaviour is
better than it used to be and there’s plenty of places
where the extra weight helps indefinitely. Crunch a
lumpy bit in a third or fourth gear sweeper these days
and il just hunker down and get on with the business.

The steering doesn't do it any favours though - a
fact exacerbated by the quality of this field. It feels
too light and the wheel too bulky. So, while the
chassis is better at speed, the steering lacks the

off-centre feel to rake advantage of it.

Not so the 2005X. If the chassis balance in the wet
1$ good, in the dry it's sensational. Softer at heart than
the Type R, its steering weight and feedback are just
brilliant and a pointed reminder to Japanese car
makers of what a front suspension is capable of when
asked only to steer.

Front-drive-bred milksops might find it a bit spooky
initially, but trust its instinets and it’ll do the
convincing. Much of this comes down to the way the
2005X puts its power down - through the same helical
limited-slip diff as the monstrous Skyline GTR. It
ﬂi}:il'J]lI[El:L refuses to hpil'l up the inside wheel and ith a
far more progressive operator than the
fluid-filled diff in the old car.

Nissan's tricky diff helps the car’s balance by
providing a more direct-drive feel than anything else
here. Subsequently, with minuscule turbo lag,
anything you do with yvour feet arrives at the wheels
at about the same tme and just the way you wanted.

And that's where the steering comes to the fore.
Push the 2005X hard and its back-end, though stiffer
than the old car, still squirms about a bit as it’s
squeezed by all that torque. The diff soon gets that
sorted though, and then - and only then - does the
tront-end begin to run out of grip. But it does so
beautifully, with a series of tiny, almost-reflexive
nibbles at the fingertips.

The back-end won't break away in the quick stuff,
either, while in the slow stuff it can really only be
provoked towards the exit, where it all seems like fun
anyhow. The diff and the Potenzas use so much of the
urge to generate speed that there’s linde left in reserve
for shits and giggles.

There’s no real problems with excessive engine
noise either. The pity is that it's coarse everywhere
and is beginning to feel fairly agricultural. Rip into it
and all the turbo four offers up to accompany its
many virtues is a flat, boring drone.

If the engine note is a disappoinmment (and hordes
of tuners will happily fix that), the gearbox is a
highlight. Every cog is useful and it means that the
car’s got a gear for every comner.

NISSAN 2005X SPEC R

|F.ﬁ.5T FACTS
| body

| two-door coupe
| drive
| rear-whesl
engine .
front-mounted turbocharged,
intercoaled 2.0-litre 16-valwe
| DOHC in=line four with W
variable valve timing
power
147 kW @ 6500 rpm
| torque i
i 265 Nem (@ 4800 rpm
| eovmpression rotio
8.5:1
bove x stroke
&4 mm x B mm
weight
1282 kg
weight/power
8.7 kg kW
specific power
73,6 kW Titre
transmizsion
sixvspeed manual
final drive
1691
Srspension i
MacPherson-type struts, cofl
springs, anti-roll bar () multi-
link, coil springs, anti-rodl bar ()
length/width/height
4445/1695/ 1285 mm
wheelbose
2525 mm
trock

brakes Al
B0 mm venbilated discs,
Four-piston calipers (fl: 258 mm solid
drscs, single-piston calipers (), ABS
wheels

17 x Ta0-inch (&), alloy

tyres

Brdgestone Potenza RES1O,
205,55 R16 (F&r)

fuel

H--Irtrns., PULP

list price
43,900

FAST FIGURES

g-10 051 —
0-20  0.9%

030 141

0-40  1.81

0-50 235

0-60 306

0-70 404

0-80 & 83

0-90  5.69 .
0-100  6.90 a1
0-110 _ 7.88

0120 9.10 !
0-130  10.44
| 0-140  12.49

0-150 1402

0-400m  14.80 @ 156.3 fom/h
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1. 581l no remate locking

2. Crop boot carpet stides avenahens
3. Just the ane exhoust Hp

4. G hemdlights

5. Mo seat beft helght odfustmernt

&, Surprizing rear legroom

Mountain passes
transform the Honda into
a scalpel, belying skinmy
nubber and its old body

Its right up there tor shift quality as well. The
throwws are short and direcr, the three -,||-_1|:_5|1r_ Fates
-.‘.II'||'-!I.' and 1t IMEIReS B0 Gl |'||".| || '|h|_'|,|.|L I.'.||: (1] -;:_'|_

Sreill, ; _|' feel to slue it out shift-for-shifi
with a ¢ are lintle more than a
H‘.|'|-.'-.'-.| I‘II1:_’:'I' AN :'|fI .|I'||;.. WHere 'I|'|-._' "'-:|\-,.||'|'-, :—'.""1 HE
':‘|"~-'~|'".'-: leather knob, the Honda boasts dranmm,

i 18 NOoL [0 Your aural tastes,
||'.-:' [ londas thro I||; |:-|._'|E|- 15 % I_:|II||_| | 1_'|||'|||_|||_'||||:.:
baton as four-pot symphonies have, The noise this
little | .
1% th L attacks i 'n||||.|r|:l_; |'-!J.|I.1_ I h:ll.l.|-. fas 31
rechine o full 2000 revs above either of its rivals, Ti‘-1|1:.1
tor a crescendo that feels like il never stop.

d erennde erates 1§ every it as .-1|rr|';1-.|'|'i|1-_-'

-

Yet for all the revs it demands, it doesn’t drink
much. We averaged 12.3 litres/100 km while
.I|'l'~l.-|=.ll-:'1'!. wirneing s hitle neck, OF the tarbos, the

used 13.2 hieres/ 100 km 'l.1.]|i|1_' |E|r; 'I.".. 4""._

gulping down 15.3 litres/ 100 km.

carhbox in the new WRX is better than the

rebear, but it's U agatnst
transmissions trom Missan and Honda thar are a
generation further advanced. Reverse is stll a lottery,

and it'’s =.ij.._r11rl'i|'.'||':1|j. slower on each of the diaronal

throws, he ratos are identical 1o those in the olid Car,

bt 1t mow Feels hike the
the b - lay
as the

Lhe chassis improvements have made the car ride
better over big bumps and mid-sized strikes alike, but
which has less sidewall flex
hasn’t done it any favours over baby road hives.

thi 'F'I"F-:.lﬁl-‘.' rubiher

Features-wise, the WERX 15 |_'|,|||:-|.r|1|;-:_| at least as well
.1:1{.1|1:I1:_’_ el o six=0.1) stacker s standard (as
with the 2005X), and its the only car with driving
it adjustment, climate controlled

airaid a large, practical boot. Plus, there’s five seats.

]i:_'i'll'-. seathelt he
AUrPrisi the Tvpe R's actually gor more rear

roovin than the 2

'1."'-:, |'||Ir '.E'I.I[I'q :'||r||||| :.'| P.q'n' CXira ||||_-.
{unless its chassis bracing or brilliant boy-racer seats).

The 2005X I':1i:_"]|[ nit Dwoast sears with the obwvious
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sporting pretensions of the others but, for most body
sizes, they're gunna be better over the long haul. As a
compramise, they just work bloody well,

And that’s why it a reasonably clear winner here -
in spite of its engine. It can't stay with a hard-driven
Tipe R = neither can the WRX these days - but it
comes close and offers up a-l-m-o0-s-t as much fun,
just in a rear-wheel drive kinda way.

It’s forgiving, it's entertaining and the chassis is a gem,
It does r113![1ir1!_’ Wrong as a drivers car and it [1r|11=.LEI|:.'
the easiest thing to live with for the working week,
while also h::::n;_r rewarding enough on weekends,

That the Rex is now aimed at a broader audience is
obvious. At the heart of its performance quandary is
the tact thar, in '&[1'![1.' of some i]l1['|-]'i."‘~'.‘i|!'p'l.' chassis
development, it’s still a stop-it, squirt-it proposition
just a bit less n!r'.'ml.|~i|:.' s0, | he extra weight means

vou now have to start stopping it earlier and it doesn't
squirt with the incandescence it once did.

This, combined with a quieter engine, means that
while it’s sull very, very rapid, the WRX hasn't quite
got that glint in its eye any more. Its still a very fast
car over the right piece of road, but its turmed into a
fast, safe car for people who don't really enjoy driving.

For most people, the Tyvpe R is a bit too far in the
other direction. If you don't live to rip the tacho
needle to the limiter on mountain passes, then you'll
never actually ger it. You'll just regard it as a noisy,
hard-riding thing with a set of cogs too short for
cruising. Honda doesn’t much care: it’s got a lesser,
softer Integra it can slot vou into,

The Type R they quite obviously built with their
hearts, the Subaru they built with their heads. The
2005X7 Ir got just the right dose of both. [k

HOMDA INTEGRA TYPE R

FAST FACTS

body
twa-door lifthack
drive
front-wheel
fngine
front-mounted 1.8-titre 16-valve
DOHE En-lirse four with V-TEC
sanable vabve '['irr.ing
pawer
141 KW @ 7900 rom
| ompee
| 178 Bm (& &300 mpm
' compression mrtio
|

11.1:1
| bore x stroke
| Bl mm x 7.2 mm

weight

10487 kg

weight/ power

7.7 kg/ AW

specific power

TE.5 kW ke

transmission

r‘iw".‘-ﬂ:u:td manisal

final drive

&.4:1
| suspension

Double wishbones, coil springs,
anti-roll bar (F); Double wishbones,
| coil springs, anti-roll bar ()
length/ width/height
4395,/1695,/1320 mm
wheelbage
2570 mm
track

1480 mm (F): 1475 mm (r)
brakes
2R mm ventilated dises,
single-piston calipers (F); 260 mm
ool dives, smgle-piston cabipers

(£}, ABS
| wheels
15 x 6.0-inch (f&e), slloy
Eyrieg
Bridgestone Potenzs RO1E
195/55 R15 [F&r)
el
S0 litres, PULP
list price
$30.990
FAST FIGURES
g-10  0.56
g8-20 1,09
=30 L57
040 213
&-50 2.78
0= 60 362
0-70 £.39
080 513
0-20 6.21
0-100  7.34
a-110 BA4T
0-120 9.65
0-130 11,34
f-140 13,27
Q-400m  15.27 (@ 1486 km/h

01.01 MOTOR | 47



